AUGUST 7, 2022 • GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD, THIS
NOTATION • MEANS "PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT"

Michael Beling

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Deacon of the Week: Martha Spencer

OPENING PRAYER
The Rev. Raymond Clothier
This is my living faith, an active faith, a faith of verbs: to question,
explore, experiment, experience, walk, run, dance, play, eat, love,
learn, dare, taste, touch, smell, listen, speak, write, read, draw,
provoke, emote, scream, sin, repent, cry, kneel, pray, bow, rise,
stand, look, laugh, cajole, create, confront, confound, walk back,
walk forward, circle, hide, and seek.

• OPENING HYMN

For Everyone Born

Calendar of Events
Today, Sunday, August 7
Worship, 10 am with the Rev.
Raymond Clothier. Service to
Include Holy Communion
Monday, August 8
Staff Meeting, 9:30 am

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Rev. Raymond Clothier

For the sin of silence,
For the sin of indifference,
For the secret complicity of the neutral,
For the closing of borders,
For the washing of hands,
For the crime of indifference,
For the sin of silence,
For the closing of borders.

WE SOUND THE BELL
ANTHEM

God, Whose Giving Knows First Church Senior Choir
No Ending

Tuesday, August 9
Jeanette's Closet, 9-11 am
Prayer Group, 1:30 pm
Next Sunday, August 14
Worship, 10 am with The Rev.
Raymond Clothier
Trustee's Meeting, 11:30 am
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CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
Meister Eckhart
As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-andsober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that the
blessings we have received from God may be multiplied and shared with all who long to
experience God’s extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD
Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!
SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Reader: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church today!
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 NRSVUE

Read by: Beth Cossey

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Hear the word of the Lord,
you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah!
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the Lord;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls
or of lambs or of goats.
When you come to appear before me,
who asked this from your hand?
Trample my courts no more!
Bringing offerings is futile;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation—
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.
Your new moons and your appointed festivals
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me;
I am weary of bearing them.
When you stretch out your hands,
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I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove your evil deeds
from before my eyes;
cease to do evil;
learn to do good;
seek justice;
rescue the oppressed;
defend the orphan;
plead for the widow.
Come now, let us argue it out,
says the Lord:
If your sins are like scarlet,
will they become like snow?
If they are red like crimson,
will they become like wool?
If you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the land,
but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be devoured by the sword,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 NRSVUE

Read by: Deacon Martha Spencer

The Meaning of Faith
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.
The Faith of Abraham
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect
and builder is God. By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of
procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful who
had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.”
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All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better homeland,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Luke 12:32-40 NRSVUE

Read by: Deacon Martha Spencer

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Watchful Slaves
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the
middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Reader: This is the story of life for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

SERMON

The Rev. Raymond Clothier

• HYMN

Faith of the Martyrs

HOLY COMMUNION
As you’re comfortable, you are invited to have bread and juice or wine from home this
morning, trusting that the most ordinary things can become sacraments in God’s presence.
You are also welcome to be creative - a donut and coffee could be your communion
elements if that’s what feels holy to you.
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By Maren Tirabassi

Christ’s invitation is simple —
Do not be afraid, little flock, even when there is much to fear.
Find your treasure among God’s children
that where your treasure is, your heart also will be.
Light all the lamps of love,
open the door to those who knock,
and God will feed you,
in the middle of the night, at dawn of day,
and in this Sunday morning place, now.
Embrace what is unexpected in this hour
at this table which is prepared for all
who hunger and thirst for a love which does not fade.
Come, taste and see that God is good.
COMMUNION PRAYER
God be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to God
Let us give thanks to God
It is right to God give thanks and praise
We give thanks to God for forming us from the dust of the earth, filling us with the
breath of life, and freeing us to find our way in a world of wonder and delight.
God has never let us go. Through the prophets God called us to stop counting what
is ours and live as if God’s ways are our own.
Through Christ, God has turned us from the ways of death to new life, God is
worthy of praise.
Like rain drops that gather into mighty rivers, may we be mindful that in you, this
moment arises from eternal springs and flows on in an unending stream of life.
Holy, holy, holy, God of love and majesty.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, O God, Most Exalted.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God,
Hosanna in the highest!
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory forever. Amen.
SHARING THE BREAD AND WINE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks, O God,
that you have refreshed us at your table
by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and send us forth into the world in courage and peace,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE
OFFERTORY MUSIC

Deacon Martha Spencer
Michael Beling

• WORDS OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving and Holy God, we ask that You would pour out Your blessing on this
offering today. Guide us and shape us as servants of love, and use these gifts
to make our church and our world even more:
We call out words like “joyful, kind, just” to bless our church and world
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Service Credits: Giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com
Terry Tempest Williams, Leap, 2001
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FAITH OF THE MARTYRS
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