AUGUST 14, 2022 • GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD, THIS
NOTATION • MEANS "PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT"

PRELUDE

Deep River | African American Spiritual

WELCOME

Michael Beling

Deacon of the Week: Glenn Tippy

CALL TO WORSHIP
Deacon Glenn Tippy
Holy God, you are merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love. Fill us, we pray, with the breath of your Spirit so we
may run with perseverance the race that is set before us. Guide us
through Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen.

Guide My Feet

• OPENING HYMN

Calendar of Events
Today, Sunday, August 14
Worship, 10 am with the Rev.
Raymond Clothier preaching
Trustees Meeting, 11:30 am
Tuesday, July 26
Jeanette's Closet, 9-11 am
Staff Meeting, 9:30 am
Prayer Group, 1:30 pm
Topics on Autism, 6 pm

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Friday, August 19
Rev. Raymond Clothier

CENTERING PRAYER

Gracious God, we come to you from our summer scrambles, with
visitors, meals, and destinations on our minds. Gather our scattered
selves and hold us until we settle down and settle in to rest and
peace you offer us in every moment of every day. May our restive
minds find rest in you.

Guild Pie Sale Drop Off, 9 am 12 pm & 2-4 pm
Saturday, August 20
Guild Pie Sale, 9 am until pies
are gone
Next Sunday, August 21

WE SOUND THE BELL
ANTHEM

Worship, 10 am with Pastor
Lisa Burger preaching
Send Me, Lord

First Church Senior
Choir

Deacons Meeting, 11:30 am
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CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
Meister Eckhart
As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-andsober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that the
blessings we have received from God may be multiplied and shared with all who long to
experience God’s extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD
Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!
SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Reader: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church today!
Hebrews 11:29, 12:2 NRSVUE

Read by: Deacon Glenn Tippy

The Faith of Other Israelite Heroes
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell
after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a
better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted,
tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains and in caves and holes in the ground.
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from
us, be made perfect.
The Example of Jesus
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
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Read by: Deacon Glenn Tippy

Jesus the Cause of Division
“I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! I
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is
completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
Interpreting the Time
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present time?
Reader: This is the story of life for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God
SERMON

The Rev. Raymond Clothier

• HYMN

Lead on Eternal Sovereign

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE

Deacon Glenn Tippy
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Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior | Fanny
Crosby

OFFERTORY MUSIC

Michael Beling

• WORDS OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Loving and Holy God, we ask that You would pour out Your blessing on this
offering today. Guide us and shape us as servants of love, and use these gifts
to make our church and our world even more:
We call out words like “joyful, kind, just” to bless our church and world

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Go Down, Moses | African American
Spiritual

Michael Beling
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LEAD ON ETERNAL SOVEREIGN
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