JUNE 26, 2022 • GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Deacon of the Week: Megan Sawyer

CALL TO WORSHIP
Deacon Megan Sawyer
God is calling us out.
Out of the places we hide
Out of insecurity
Out of shame
Out from under that which silences love and justice.
Come out, people of God!
Though we may be afraid
Though we will be at risk
God calls us to courage!
Our God is a god of resurrection. Of new life after devastation. Of
hope in the grip of evil. And so we dare to proclaim, with pride and
faith, our truths:
We believe in the power of love.
We believe in solidarity with the suffering.
We believe we are each valuable.
We believe that our togetherness is transformative.
The world is longing for Holy truths that reveal, voices that speak
real words of hope.
Come out, people of God!

• OPENING HYMN

Be Now My Vision

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Deacon Megan Sawyer

Loving God, in your wisdom, you created a world rich with diversity.
Today, as we acknowledge Pride Month, we give thanks for the gifts of
sexual orientation and gender identity. We celebrate with our queer,
transgender, bisexual, lesbian, and gay siblings who choose to come
out, and honor those who do not.

Today, we say “yes” to the diversity among us—within
ourselves, our families, our neighbors, and our communities. We
claim that diversity as we come before you and as we go out into
the world. At times, we turn away from this diversity, fearful of
its transformative power. We reject that which is different, force
it to be silent, or pretend that it does not exist. We participate in
systems that privilege sameness and uproot difference. Give us
the courage to live boldly into the mystery of diversity, the
strength to persevere in the face of adversity, and the power to
love in ways that go beyond understanding. Help us create a
world where all queer, transgender, bisexual, lesbian, and gay
people can flourish. Amen
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure,
and you are
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to
love and serve.
Alleluia! Amen.
WE SOUND THE BELL
ANTHEM

The Summons

First Church Senior
Choir

CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
Meister Eckhart
As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays,
clean-and-sober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in
any amount, so that the blessings we have received from God may be
multiplied and shared with all who long to experience God’s extravagant
welcome in this church and beyond.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD
Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!

Friendship is...

