JUNE 12, 2022 • GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PRIDE SUNDAY
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD, THIS
NOTATION • MEANS "PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT"

Calendar of Events

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Deacon of the Week: Megan Sawyer

CALL TO WORSHIP
Deacon Megan Sawyer
God is calling us out.
Out of the places we hide
Out of insecurity
Out of shame
Out from under that which silences love and justice.
Come out, people of God!
Though we may be afraid
Though we will be at risk
God calls us to courage!
Our God is a god of resurrection. Of new life after devastation. Of
hope in the grip of evil. And so we dare to proclaim, with pride and
faith, our truths:
We believe in the power of love.
We believe in solidarity with the suffering.
We believe we are each valuable.
We believe that our togetherness is transformative.
The world is longing for Holy truths that reveal, voices that speak
real words of hope.
Come out, people of God!

• OPENING HYMN
WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Be Now My Vision

Today, Sunday, June 26
Worship, 10 am, with Pastor
Lisa Burger
Pride Sunday
Council Meeting, 11:30 am
Monday, June 27
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, June 28
Jeanette's Closet, 9 - 11 am
Prayer Group, 1:30 pm
Topics on Autism, 6 pm
Wednesday, June 29
Staff Meeting, 9 am
Next Sunday, June 26
Worship, 10 am with Pastor
Lisa Burger
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Deacon Megan Sawyer

Loving God, in your wisdom, you created a world rich with diversity. Today, as
we acknowledge Pride Month, we give thanks for the gifts of sexual orientation
and gender identity. We celebrate with our queer, transgender, bisexual, lesbian,
and gay siblings who choose to come out, and honor those who do not. Today,
we say “yes” to the diversity among us—within ourselves, our families, our
neighbors, and our communities. We claim that diversity as we come before you
and as we go out into the world. At times, we turn away from this diversity,
fearful of its transformative power. We reject that which is different, force it to
be silent, or pretend that it does not exist. We participate in systems that
privilege sameness and uproot difference. Give us the courage to live boldly into
the mystery of diversity, the strength to persevere in the face of adversity, and
the power to love in ways that go beyond understanding. Help us create a world
where all queer, transgender, bisexual, lesbian, and gay people can flourish.
Amen

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve.
Alleluia! Amen.
WE SOUND THE BELL
ANTHEM

The Summons

First Church Senior Choir

CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
Meister Eckhart
As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-andsober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that the
blessings we have received from God may be multiplied and shared with all who long to
experience God’s extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD
Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!

JUNE 26, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY IN PENTECOST

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Reader: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church today!
Psalm 139: 1-18 NRSVUE
O LORD, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when
I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my
lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my
tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay
your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I
cannot attain it. Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your
presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are
there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say,
“Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to
you. For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my
mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; that I know very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld
my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for
me, when none of them as yet existed. How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them! I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I
come to the end —I am still with you.
1 John 4: 7-21 NRSVUE
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide
in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do
testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those
who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known
and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love
abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that
we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he
first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars;
for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
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Reader: This is the story of life for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

SERMON

Pastor Lisa Burger

• HYMN

O Jesus I Have Promised

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE

Deacon Megan Sawyer

OFFERTORY MUSIC

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Loving and Holy God, we ask that You would pour out Your blessing on this
offering today. Guide us and shape us as servants of love, and use these gifts
to make our church and our world even more:
We call out words like “joyful, kind, just” to bless our church and world
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BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Service Credits: Call to Worship & Prayer of Confession:
https://openandaffirming.org/worship/
Sermon Credits:
The United Church of Canada: https://united-church-.ca/worship-special-days/pridesunday
“A Fighting Pride Rooted in Love,” Jordan Sullivan, published June 1, 2021.
“Widespread Discrimination Continues to Shape LGBT People’s Live in Both Subtle and
Significant Ways,” study by the LGBT Research and COmmunications Project at
American Progress,
May 2, 2017.
“What is LGBTQ Discrimnation? - LGBTQ Rights and Laws,” legal review by Parker Y.
Florin, LL.M.,
September 20, 2020.
Feasting on the Word, Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year B, Volume 2,
edited by David
L. Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, pages 466 - 471.
“By This We Know,” https://www.sermonsuite.com/print/69830, pgs. 3, 5.
Children Learn What They Live, by Dorothy Nolte, Workman Publishing Company, May
1, 1998
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THIRD SUNDAY IN PENTECOST

