MAY 15, 2022 • GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

FIFTH SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD, THIS
NOTATION • MEANS "PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT"

PRELUDE

How Great Thou Art | Swedish Folk Melody Michael Beling

WELCOME

Deacon of the Week: Sharon Libbey

CALL TO WORSHIP
Led by: Deacon Sharon Libbey
Among the poor, among the proud, among the persecuted, among the
privileged.
Christ is coming to make all things new.
In the private house, in the public place, in the wedding feast, in the
judgment hall,
Christ is coming to make all things new.
With a gentle touch, with an angry word, with a clear conscience,
with burning love,
Christ is coming to make all things new.
That the kingdom might come, that the world might believe, that the
powerful might stumble, that the hidden might be seen,
Christ is coming to make all things new.
Within us, without us, behind us, before us, in this place, in every
place, for this time, for all time,
Christ is coming to make all things new.

• OPENING HYMN
WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

From All That Dwell Below the Skies

Calendar of Events
Today, Sunday, May 15
Worship, 10 am with The Rev.
Nancy Foran
Hybrid Council Meeting, 11:30
am
Tuesday, May 17
Jeanette's Closet, 9-11 am
Staff Meeting, 9:30 am
Prayer Group, 1:30 pm
Topics on Autism, 6 pm
Friday, May 20
CE Carpet Removal; CE Wing
Closed
Next Sunday, May 22
Worship, 10 am with Rev. Emily
C. Goodnow
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE

CENTERING PRAYER

Led by: Rev. Nancy Foran

Speak to us, Giver of Life, and make us new.
We yearn to know ourselves as Easter people, as women and men steeped in
the Good News of the Resurrection.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us this day, and create in us your new heaven and new
earth.
Speak to us words of comfort and hope, words of challenge and courage.
Open your heart to us, and fill our emptiness with your peace,
So that we may open our hearts to others and offer them peace as well.
Alleluia and Amen.

WE SOUND THE BELL

ANTHEM

Draw the Circle Wide | Light/
Miller

First Church Senior Choir

CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
Meister Eckhart
As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-andsober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that the
blessings we have received from God may be multiplied and shared with all who long to
experience God’s extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD
Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Pastor: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church today!
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Revelation 21:1-6 CEB
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Read by: Rev. Nancy Foran

New heaven and new earth
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the former
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne say,
“Look! God’s dwelling is here with humankind. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his peoples. God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more. There will be no mourning,
crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” Then the one
seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m making all things new.” He also said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “All is
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I
will freely give water from the life-giving spring.

Pastor: This is the story of life for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

SERMON

The Rev. Nancy Foran

• HYMN

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE
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OFFERTORY MUSIC
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He Leadeth Me | Gilmore & Bradbury

Michael Beling

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Loving and Holy God, we ask that You would pour out Your blessing on this
offering today. Guide us and shape us as servants of love, and use these gifts
to make our church and our world even more:
We call out words like “joyful, kind, just” to bless our church and world

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

I'll Fly Away | Brumley

Michael Beling

Service Credits:Call to Worship written by the Wild Goose Worship Group, ”A Wee
Worship Book (Fourth Incarnation)”, GIA Publications
Centering Prayer written by Rev. Mary Nelson Abbott. And posted on the United Church
of Christ’s Worship Ways Archive, http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/

FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES

FOURTH SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING

FOURTH SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE

