
Livestreamed Worship, 10 am

Prayer Group Online, 1:30 pm

Tea time with Rev. Emily, 11 am

Staff Meeting, 9:30 am

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 29 ,  2020  •   GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD, THIS
NOTATION • MEANS "PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT"

Calendar of Events
Each event is hyperlinked to the
zoom meeting link, except for the
livestreamed events, which links
to our Online Worship page on

our website.

Today, Sunday, November 29

Tuesday, December 1

Wednesday, December 2

PRELUDE Jeremy HillWachet Auf
mel. Nicolai; harm. Bach

WELCOME Deacon Leslie McAllister

• OPENING HYMN Come O Fount of Every Blessing
See page 5

CALL TO WORSHIP Written by Thom Shuman
Led by Laurie Chalmers

In this uncertain season of Advent, we wait.
Hoping, hoping God is coming to us.
In the vagueness of these days, we try to listen.
Hoping, hoping the Word will be whispered to us.
In the weariness of our times, we wait, we listen, we watch.
Hoping, hoping the Spirit will be found in our midst.

WE SOUND THE BELL

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Advent Drive Thru, 12-1 pm

WE LIGHT THE CANDLE OF HOPE Mary Jane Swanson

Emmanuel, God be with us in the week to come, lighting hope
on the wick of our lives so that we may shine Your hope in our
world. Amen

Advent Study Group, 6:30 pm

Leadership Meeting, 3:15 pm

Virtual Choir Meet Up, 6:30 pm

Thursday, December 3

MUSICAL RESPONSE Thomas HelmoreO Come, O Come,
Emmanuel

ANTHEM First Church Virtual
Senior Choir

Almost There
Grant, King, Smith; arr. Sorenson

http://www.fccbridgton.org/remote-worship/
https://zoom.us/j/462585369
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84557307495
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87015293433
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84069834937?pwd=UnNzZlhkMXg1SGdEaUIzMW9DVzlRZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87255412041?pwd=RUpsMHRkeCtGRGhKVGJDS2xVREJFUT09


CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE

“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
-Meister Eckhart

As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-and-
sober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that
the blessings we have received from God may be multiplied and shared with all who

long to experience God’s extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.
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Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD Sandy Wissmann

Reader: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the church today.

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY

PSALM 71:1-3, 4-6, 14-23

In you, O Lord, I take refuge;
    let me never be disappointed.
In your justice, rescue me, deliver me,
    incline your ear to me and save me.
Be to me a rock of refuge,
    a strong fortress, to save me,
    for you are my rock and my fortress.

For you alone are my hope,
    my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
I have relied on you from the womb,
   you sustained me from my mother’s breast;
To you I give constant praise. 

But I will hope continually,
    and will praise you yet more and more.
My lips will proclaim your deeds of justice and salvation all day long,
    though their number is past my knowledge.
O God, I will enter your mighty Temple
And there proclaim your justice. 
 

You taught me when I was young,
and I am still proclaiming your marvels. 
So even to old age and gray hairs,
    O God, do not forsake me,
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MARK 13:24-37

“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened ,and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with
great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
     “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
     “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake.”

Reader: This is the story of life for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God!

let me live to tell the coming generation
about your strength and power. 
Your justice, O God,
Is higher than the heavens.
You have done great things; 
    O God, who is like you?
You who have made me see many troubles and calamities
    will revive me again;
from the depths of the earth
    you will bring me up again.
You will increase my honor,
    and comfort me once again.
I will also praise you with the harp
    for your faithfulness, O my God;
I will sing praises to you with the lyre,
    O Holy One of Israel.
My lips will sing for joy while I play for you –
My whole being, which you have redeemed, will sing. Amen.
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SERMON The Rev. Emily C. Goodnow

•HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
See page 6-7

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have

sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

• WORDS OF THANKSGIVING

OFFERTORY Jeremy HillAberystwyth
Parry

AN OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE Bob & Debbie McBride

Loving and Holy God; pour out Your blessing on these gifts offered to You in love
and meant to ensure the continuation of the work of Your disciples through this
church. Guide us and shape us as servants of love; using these gifts to make our
church and your world even more kind, loving and welcoming for all. Amen

SERVICE CREDITS: Call to worship by Thom Shuman and published in “Advent 1-B liturgy in a time of
pandemic” on his website: http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2020/

POSTLUDE Jeremy HillGenevan 42
Bourgeois

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

BENEDICTION

http://www.fccbridgton.org/online-giving/


COME O FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING



AWAKE!  AWAKE ,  AND GREET THE NEW MORN,  PG 1



AWAKE!  AWAKE ,  AND GREET THE NEW MORN,  PG 2


