NOVEMBER 22, 2020 • GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY, CELEBRATION SUNDAY
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD, THIS
NOTATION • MEANS "PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT"

Magdalen College
Hayes

PRELUDE

Jeremy Hill

WELCOME

Deacon Kevin Murphy

• OPENING HYMN

Now Thank We All Our God
See page 6

CALL TO WORSHIP

Led by Laura Carey

Breath of God, Breath of life, Breath of deepest yearning.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Comforter, Disturber, Interpreter, Enthuser,
Come, Holy Spirit.
Heavenly Friend, Lamplighter, Revealer of truth,
Midwife of change,
Come, Holy Spirit.
The Lord is here.
God’s spirit is with us.
Come, let us worship our God

Calendar of Events
Each event is hyperlinked to the
zoom meeting link, except for the
livestreamed events, which links
to our Online Worship page on
our website.
Today, Sunday, November 22
Livestreamed Worship, 10 am
Virtual Coffee Hour, 11:15 am
Council Meeting, 11:30 am
Tuesday, November 24
Staff Meeting, 9:30 am

WE SOUND THE BELL

Prayer Group Online, 1:30 pm
ANTHEM

For Thy Bounteous Blessing
Melody: trad.; words: Bucher;
arr.: Hill & Murphy

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

First Church Virtual
Junior Choir

Wednesday, November 25
Tea time with Rev. Emily, 11 am
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Canon of Thanks
Hopson

ANTHEM

First Church Virtual
Senior Choir

CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
-Meister Eckhart
As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-andsober milestones, and many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that
the blessings we have received from God may be multiplied and shared with all who
long to experience God’s extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.

CENTERING POEM

"A Reflection"
Steve Garnaas-Holmes

Read by Beth Cossey

Whatever you did to the least of these you did to me. (Matthew 25.40)
This is not a simile.
The poor are not an allegory.
God is the poor.
God is not observing them, but in them,
the lonely and the rejected.
God takes the lowest place.
God is the powerless one,
the misunderstood one,
the crucified one.
Under the bridge,
in the nursing home,
in solitary,
this is the throne of the Sovereign,
the Ruler of the universe:
the cross.
Until you see the glory of the divine
in the street gang, the wheelchair,
the power of the heavens in the lifer,
you do not believe.
Don’t go elsewhere to worship in ease.
Bow down, and serve, and know.
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A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD

Sandy Wissmann

Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Reader: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the church today.
PSALM 34
I will bless the Lord always;
praise will continually be on my lips!
My soul will boast about our God –
Let the oppressed hear it and be glad!
O magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt God’s Name together.
I sought my God, who answered me
and freed me from all my fears.
Those who look to our God are radiant,
and their faces are never covered with shame.
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,
and was saved from every trouble.
The angel of our God encamps around those
who revered God, and rescues them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good;
happiness comes to those who take refuge in our god.
Holy people of God, revere our God –
for those who stand in awe of God lack nothing.
The young lion may grow weak and hungry,
but those who seek our God will lack no good thing.
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you reverence for our God.
Which of you loves life,
and covets many days to enjoy good?
Then keep your tongue from gossip
and your lips from telling lies;
Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.
The eyes of our God are on those who do justice,
and God’s ears are open to their cry…
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When the righteous cry for help, our God hears,
and rescues them from all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,
and rescues whose spirits are crushed.
Many are the afflictions of the just;
but our God delivers them from all their troubles.
Amen.
MATTHEW 25:31-46
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;
for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly
I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”
Reader: This is the story of life for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God!
SERMON

The Rev. Emily C. Goodnow
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Won't You Let Me Be Your Servant
See page 7

•HYMN
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Pastor Lisa M. Burger

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have
sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.

AN OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE
OFFERTORY

Bob & Debbie McBride
Kedron
Dare

Jeremy Hill

• WORDS OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Loving and Holy God; pour out Your blessing on these gifts offered to You in love
and meant to ensure the continuation of the work of Your disciples through this
church. Guide us and shape us as servants of love; using these gifts to make our
church and your world even more kind, loving and welcoming for all. Amen
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Royal Oak
Adapt. & harm. Shaw

Jeremy Hill

SERVICE CREDITS: Call to Worship by Margaret D. McGee and published on her blog “In the Courtyard,”
https://inthecourtyard.com/2013/02/06/prayers-for-the-breath-of-god/. “A Reflection,” is by Steve
Garnaas-Holmes and is published on his blog, Unfolding Light, where he publishes daily poems based on
scripture: https://www.unfoldinglight.net.

NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD

WON'T YOU LET ME BE YOUR SERVANT

