
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Order for Worship | August 2, 2020 | God is still speaking
Congregational responses are in bold, • means "please rise in body or spirit"

WELCOME Deacon Price Hutchins

•HYMN Now Thank We All Our God
See page 7

CALL TO WORSHIP Thom Shuman

Be still!
We come to quiet ourselves in this haven of holiness.
Be still and know . . .
we come to discern the Word which can set us free.
Be still and know that God is
our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our Redeemer.

WE SOUND THE BELL

CENTERING POEM

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
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PRELUDE & INTRODUCTIONS Jeremy HillYorkshire
Wainwright

I worried a lot. Will the garden grow, will the rivers
flow in the right direction, will the earth turn
as it was taught, and if not how shall
I correct it?
Was I right, was I wrong, will I be forgiven,
can I do better?
Will I ever be able to sing, even the sparrows
can do it and I am, well,
hopeless.
Is my eyesight fading or am I just imagining it,
am I going to get rheumatism,
lockjaw, dementia?
Finally I saw that worrying had come to nothing.
And gave it up. And took my old body
and went out into the morning,
and sang.

Mary Oliver"I Worried"

ANTHEM First Church Senior Virtual Choir

A MESSAGE FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM Phil Allen



CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE

“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”
-Meister Eckhart

As we name the abundant blessings of our lives (anniversaries, birthdays, clean-and-sober milestones, and
many more!), we offer a gratitude gift in any amount, so that the blessings we have received from God may

be multiplied and shared with all who long to experience God’s
extravagant welcome in this church and beyond.

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY

PSALM 107:1-10, 12-16, 23-32

Reader: Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the church today.

Go now in peace! Go now in peace!
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go!

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN OF GOD

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
    those God redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands,
    from the east and from the west,
    from the north and from the south.
Some lost their way in the wilderness, in the wasteland,
    finding no way to an inhabited town;
they were hungry and thirsty,
and their courage was running low.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
    and God rescued them from their sufferings;
God led them by a straight way,
    until they reached an inhabited town.
Let them thank the Lord for God’s steadfast love,
    for God’s wonderful works for all people.
For God satisfies the thirsty,
    and the hungry God fills with good things.

Some sat in darkness and in gloom,
    prisoners in misery and in irons…
Their hearts were bowed down with hard labor;
    they fell down, with no one to help.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
    and God saved them from their distress;
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SERMON Rev. Emily C. Goodnow

Reader: This is the story of life for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God!

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and
he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages
and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to
eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to
me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets
full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
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MATTHEW 14:13-21

God brought them out of darkness and gloom,
    and broke their bonds asunder.
Let them thank the Lord for God’s steadfast love,
    for God’s wonderful works for all people.
For God shatters the doors of bronze,
    and cuts in two the bars of iron…

Some went down to the sea in ships,
    doing business on the mighty waters;
they saw the deeds of the Lord,
    God’s wondrous works in the deep.
For God commanded and raised the stormy wind,
    which lifted up the waves of the sea.
They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths;
    their courage melted away in their calamity;
they reeled and staggered like drunkards,
    and were at their wits’ end.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
    and God brought them out from their distress;
God made the storm be still,
    and the waves of the sea were hushed.
Overjoyed with the calm,
they were brought safe
to the port they were bound for.
Let them thank the Lord for God’s steadfast love,
    for God’s wonderful works for all people.
Let them extol God in the congregation of the people,
    and praise God in the assembly of the elders.



HOLY COMMUNION

As you’re comfortable, you are invited to have bread and juice or wine from home this morning,
trusting that the most ordinary things can become sacraments in God’s presence. To that end, you

are also welcome to be creative - a donut and coffee could be your communion elements if that’s
what’s in your kitchen and would feed your spirit this morning.

INVITATION

COMMUNION PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

God of compassion, you bless and break everything we are and everything we bring to
you. Our deep scarcity becomes enough to sustain us, and then our “enough” becomes

an abundance we could never imagine. We pray that your Spirit of life and love, of
tenderness and power, rest upon every bread and every cup, that they may feed the
inmost need of each child of God and pour forth a grace that can change the world.

Risen Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

O Holy One, as we received this sacrament in the holy dispersion of virtual worship,
(and the holy distancing in church pews), we thought we “ordered” from a select

gourmet menu, and never expected to become the curbside pickup of your love and
justice, of your compassion and courage, of your hope and healing for all of your

children who need a meal in a deserted place. Help us gather the leftovers from the
miracles in our lives and give them away. 

God who is Love, hear us now as we call out the prayers of our own hearts to You:

We name our prayers to God, aloud or in our hearts

Loving God, hear our prayers. And in one voice we join in the prayer Jesus taught us
saying...

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingom, the power and
the glory forever. Amen.

•HYMN O Christ Jesus, Sent From Heaven
See page 8
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SERVICE CREDITS: Communion Liturgy adapted from the Rev. Maren Tirabassi. “I Worried” written by Mary Oliver, from Swan:
Poems and Prose Poems, Beacon Press, 2010. Call to Worship written by Thom Shuman.

Loving and Holy God, we ask that You would pour out Your blessing on this offering today. Guide us and
shape us as servants of love, and use these gifts to bless our church, community, and world with kindness,
justice, joy, and peace. Alleluia! And amen.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

• WORDS OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

BENEDICTION
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OFFERTORY Jeremy HillSo Giebst Du Nun
anon.; harm. Bach

POSTLUDE Jeremy HillConsolation
Mendelssohn

AN OFFERING OF LOVE AND PROMISE Dick & Barbara Mayo

http://www.fccbridgton.org/online-giving/


Each event is hyperlinked to the zoom meeting link, except for the livestreamed events, which links to our
Online Worship page on our website.

Our staff is mainly working remotely during this time. Here’s how to reach us:

Office Manager Molly Wunderli: office@bridgtonucc.org
CE Director Sandy Wissmann: swissmann@bridgtonucc.org

Associate Pastor Lisa Burger: associatepastor@bridgtonucc.org | 890-4318
Senior Pastor Rev. Emily Goodnow: seniorpastor@bridgtonucc.org | 200-8891

How to be in touch

Calendar of Events

Today, Sunday, August 2

Livestreamed Worship, 10 am

Zoom Coffee Hour, 11:15 am

Young Adult Meet Up, 6:30 pm

Tuesday, August 4

Prayer Group Online, 1:30 pm

Wednesday, August 5

Thursday, August 6

Zoom Choir Meet Up, 5 pm - password is Bridgton's zip code

Tea Time with Rev. Emily, 11 am
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Leadership Team Meeting, 3:15 pm

NEAAO Book Club, 6:30 pm

http://www.fccbridgton.org/remote-worship/
https://zoom.us/j/438127994
https://zoom.us/j/91974221738
https://zoom.us/j/462585369
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87255412041?pwd=RUpsMHRkeCtGRGhKVGJDS2xVREJFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84557307495
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83484868187?pwd=UXJoVGlGekhKNTF2TVI4NmtNSmpRUT09
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